Literary Lenses, stories and essay structure

[bookmark: _GoBack]	We have now spent several classes considering short texts through the use of literary lenses. At this point you should be familiar and comfortable using cultural poetics, reader response, and formalist lenses when analyzing texts. Now it’s time to research a new lens of your choice and apply what you’ve discovered to a brand-new short story. You will apply the lens and construct an essay that uses the methodology of the theory to form a thematic analysis of your story. 

How to do it
In small groups (no more than three) choose a literary theory and companion text from the list below:


	Theory
	Story

	Marxist Criticism
	The Necklace Guy de Maupassant
The Standard of Living Dorothy Parker


	Gender and Queer Study Criticism 
	Cathedral Raymond Carver
Paul’s Case William Sibert Cather


	Psychoanalytic Criticism
	The Rocking Horse Winner D.H. Lawrence
The Yellow Wallpaper Charlotte Perkins Gilman

	Post-Colonialism Criticism
	Totem Thomas King
The Sacrificial Egg Chinua Anube

	Feminist Criticism
	Celebration W.D. Valgardson
A Jury of her Peers Susan Glaspell


	Other ideas? Talk to me?
	Other stories? Theories? Talk to me



Start your research at

https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/722/01/
Use the pdfs on Google Classroom
Use the books available in class

You will need to do formalism, reader’s response and cultural poetics while working with the story, do not simply focus on only one lens! The point of this task is to explore and apply! 

1. Interpret your critical lens   /10 (SE/FS/MChCr from rubric)
 
Provide background information and demonstrate that you understand the premises of your critical lens. Consider how we’ve already researched the lenses in class.  It will help you think about the ideas that I have already asked you to consider.

·  	Any relevant history (where does the idea develop from, this isn’t always in relation to literary theory)
·  	What does it assume about text
·  	Major ideas about interpretation that it accepts
·  	Major ideas about interpretation that it rejects
·  	Methodology
 
Do not write more than 100 words for each bullet in this section – that means no more than 500 words total. You can write notes, questions, paragraph, have visuals, etc. The aim is to demonstrate that you understand, not that you can rewrite.
Present this information in a way that can be shared with the class
· Powerpoint
· Prezi
· Study guide
· etc

2. Apply the lens to your story  /20 (TU and SE portions of rubric) 


Demonstrate the following: 
1. Summarize the story
2. Read and annotate the story closely applying the basics of Formalism, Reader Response and Cultural Poetics
a. Annotate and close-read, identify and discuss the cultural context of the piece (the context of the piece, the time the piece was written, the author and the contemporary context)
3. Compile and answer a list of 10-15 questions that theory asks of texts.
a. Base these on the questions you find in your research. You will want to modify and manipulate the questions to work for your story. Select your questions and construct your answers in a way that gives me:
i. A comprehensive understanding of your text.
ii. Understanding of the text’s context
iii. Key interpretations of the text based on your reading, research and lens
iv. Evidence of close reading
v. Understanding of the text beyond a simple “basic” reading. This means insight and subtext.
vi. Consider reading what others are saying about your text. Use Academic OneFile to find reputable and valid sources.


4. Collaborative Critical Response. /30


You will be constructing a group essay based on your reading of the story. To this end you need to brainstorm a theme or concise interpretation that is developed and/or supported by reading the story through the respective lens. 

We will go over this format in class. The response will be roughly 800-1600 words. 













 


